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From the Chair
As you will see on page two, the committee is asking for suggestions for resources or ways in which the
groups may be improved. I would like to share some good experiences I have had in the groups.
In the Art House Film group, for me what enhanced the experience was that refreshments came from the
same country as the film, hence French cheese and wine for the French film Un Homme et Une Femme.
The Singing for Fun group use the projector to show the words on a screen, which has saved time, energy
and paper. Christine Cronshaw, our Facilitator, has used the newly purchased U3A computer for our
pianist to clearly see the music at the piano, again saving time searching through numerous songbooks.
Sylvia and Jack Beggs’ quiet home environment and Jack's very good sound system augmented an
enjoyable listening experience of the concerts in Music Appreciation.
The Local History group satisfies my need of both verbal and visual learning styles by visits to museums
and talks by interesting speakers. Recently one such speaker, John Clode, spoke on the SS Minerva and
used the show and tell method of using books, maps and models.
So, have a think and let the facilitators or committee members know your suggestions for any equipment
that may improve your learning in the group.
Sue Robertson
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Committee News
Changes Have Occurred in the U3A BoI Committee
It is with great regret that I have to inform the membership of U3A BoI of the resignations from the
Committee of Christine Cronshaw as Treasurer and Moira Warnock as Newsletter Editor. Christine
resigned for differences of opinion on various matters. Moira resigned over the way Christine’s
resignation was handled.	
  
Stuart Leitch has generously undertaken to take over the role of Treasurer. Maebeth Hart will be
the Minute Secretary. Margaret Rasmussen will be taking over from Moira.
The Committee, in accepting the resignations, wishes to acknowledge the service, hard work and
dedication that Christine and Moira have given to the management and betterment of U3A BoI.
Christine has not only done the job of Treasurer very well. She has improved the way we manage the
accounts and been largely responsible for the rewriting of our revised Constitution and the preparation of
the application to register ourselves as an Incorporated Society. She has used much energy and personal
time towards the achievement of these improvements. Moira has done sterling work as Newsletter Editor
and done much to generally publicize U3A-BoI as well as the specific General Meetings. Her
contributions in other ways to the work of the committee have been valuable.
The Committee therefore sincerely acknowledges with gratitude the significant work done by both
Christine and Moira as members of the Committee over several years.
Happily we understand that Christine and Moira will continue as members of U3A BoI. We are also very
pleased that Christine and Moira will continue as facilitators of their successful groups and so we can
look forward to enjoying their involvement. We wish them both well.
Sue Robertson - Chair

On Behalf of the U3A BoI Committee

Suggestions for Improvements
Your new Committee is seeking your ideas and recommendations for improvements in all aspects of U3A
especially our General Meetings and Group Activities. We are particularly looking for ways to maximise
the effectiveness and fun of your learning and studying experiences.
These could include:
•

Availability of aids and equipment to enrich your group activities such as models, DVDs/CDs on
specific topics, books, papers, specimens, projectors, computers, screens, video cameras;

•

Visits to sites of relevance to your group topics;

•

Expendable materials such as paints, wood, plastics, paper etc.

The Committee suggests that you discuss your ideas and suggestions with your Group Facilitator by
30/09/2016. Your Facilitator will then be asked to put to the Committee requests for the specific items of
equipment or aids or other aspects that will require funding.
U3A has funds to support this initiative. Whilst these are not unlimited, there is now an opportunity to
implement ideas and suggestions for betterment. So if you have any thoughts and/or recommendations
that will help achieve that please do not hesitate to put them forward.
Stuart Leitch- Treasurer
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New Members
U3A Bay of Islands is delighted to welcome Ali and Terry Goodall. Be sure to look out for them in groups
and at the next General Meeting and say “Hello”.
Moira Warnock

Subscriptions 2016-17
The U3A Bay of Islands membership subscription is $20 per year. If you think you may be one of the few
stragglers who have not yet paid for the current year please could you do so as soon as possible.
Bank account details for direct credit are: Account: 02 0352 0020910 000

Account name: U3A BOI

Please include your NAME in the details as otherwise I have no way of knowing who the sub belongs to.
Our postal address is: The Treasurer, U3A Bay of Islands, PO Box 833, Kerikeri 0245
Stuart Leitch - Treasurer

Group News
We are pleased to announce that Rosie Hajnal has taken over from Moira Warnock as facilitator of the I
Spy group with help from Christine Cronshaw. We would like to thank Moira for getting the group set up
and running so well.

New Groups
It’s Show Time
We have had an enthusiastic response to our new group, It’s Showtime, facilitated
by Moira Warnock, so much so that we were able to hold the first meeting of the
group on Wednesday 20th July. I am sure members will have great fun enjoying
some favourite musicals together. Future meetings will be held on the third
Wednesday of the month at 2 pm and there are just two places left. If you are
interested, please let Moira know so you can secure a place.
Just Writing
The group was advertised as Creative Writing but members agreed on a new name, Just Writing. Their
first meeting was held in July to decide whether they had enough writing interests in common to form a
group. Happily, they have decided to continue and look forward to sharing their writing at their next
meeting. I am the facilitator for this group.
Don’t forget – we are always pleased to hear of your suggestions for new groups. Just give me a ring to
have a chat.
M argaret Rasm ussen - ras1@clear.net.nz or 09 402 8949

Featured Groups
Singing for Fun
Singing for Fun lives up to its name and the members successfully meet the criteria for belonging—
‘shower singers, songsters, trillers, crooners, yodellers…’
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As well as singing we share little snippets of our lives when the words of the songs remind us of a
different place, a different time with such different values. Sometimes we laugh, sometimes it is more
serious discussion of those days when young men were meant to be brave (what a burden that must have
been) and young women were meant to be demure, decorative creatures.
Our talented pianist, Moira Pascoe (granddaughter of Bridget Clode), often shares historical details about
various songs—no mean feat for someone the age her granny was when her granny was singing these
songs.
Thank you to all the U3A members who have given their old music to the group. Being able to use the
U3A projector instead of relying on printouts has allowed us to increase our repertoire to any song we
can find music for so you can be assured your gifts will be put to good use.
Christine Cronshaw

Current Affairs Monday Group

The focus was distinctly international at our July meeting. Leading the news were the emergence of
Donald Trump as the presumptive Republican candidate for the US presidency, the UK Brexit vote, and
the uncertain outcome of the Australian election. Each of these stories revealed great disunity within an
established political party, with the differences between parties becoming less than the divisions within
them.
In the US case the new divisions are along the lines of `the establishment’ vs `the disgruntled’—a division
that exists within both republican and democratic parties. The same forces seem to have been at work in
the UK referendum. In the Australian election Malcolm Turnbull tried, but failed, to gain control over not
just both houses of parliament but also his own party, in which the division was essentially between its
conservative left, which values consensus over experimentation and tradition over individualism, and the
right, with opposite priorities.
Overall, our feeling is that the world is changing and that New Zealand, though remaining more stable
politically, is changing also. People encounter the term `neo-liberalism’ more often (and some know
what it means) and increasing inequalities in income and wealth have become a political issue. But what
concerned us most immediately, because it affects us directly, is that no one seems to know how to make
homes more affordable for our children and grandchildren.
Keith M cNaughton
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