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June 2013 

 

U3A Bay of Islands, PO Box 833, Kerikeri 0245  U3A.Bay.of.Islands@gmail.com 

  

From the President, Lesley McNaughton …  
At our Annual General Meeting, on 17th June, we will be replacing four committee members, who have 
worked hard for many years, ensuring the smooth running of our organisation and the success of our general 
meetings and groups. So I'd like to take this opportunity to thank John, Margaret, Keith and Enid. You've all 
made an incredible contribution to U3A and it's been a pleasure working with you. 

As you can see below, we have a very interesting speaker for our AGM – Matt McGlone, Senior Scientist in 
the Ecosystems and Global Change team at Landcare Research in Lincoln. This is a rare opportunity for 
people in Northland to hear a scientist of this calibre.  

I hope you'll come to this meeting and maybe bring friends.  Lesley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 2013 
 

10 am Monday 17th June – St John Ambulance Hall, Kerikeri 

The AGM will be followed by a talk on 

Polynesian settlement and environmental change in New Zealand 

Dr Matt McGlone, palaeoecologist  

Polynesian people first settled New Zealand in the 
late 13th century, migrating from the tropical islands 
of the western Pacific to a strange and cooler land. 
How did they adapt? What did they eat, and what 
impact did their hunting, foraging and farming have on 
the New Zealand environment?  

Matt has spent his scientific career researching New 
Zealand's vegetation history, and is now our foremost 
authority on this.  

His talk will describe the way Maori settlement, 
climate change, and early Europe settlement changed 
the land to create the New Zealand we know today. 

Please bring finger food for our shared lunch and to stay to enjoy the meal. 

Kitchen Duty: Computer/Camera group 
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From your committee 

New members 

Welcome to Mike Rowledge and Sylvia Burr. We hope you'll enjoy being part of the U3A community.  

Groups. 

Exploring the Power of Myths: The Friday group has finished and the Wednesday group will have its 
last meeting in June. 

Greek Odyssey: These two groups are now full. They will start in July and meet on the third 
Wednesday and Friday of each month. 

Art History Two: Ngaire Bates will now facilitate and host this group and Hilary Mowatt will be the 
backup facilitator. The group would like more members. Contact Ngaire if you'd like to join. 

Membership Renewal  – Subscriptions 

The Treasurer will move at the AGM that the subscription for the 2013-2014 year will remain at $20 
per person. Please complete and include the attached invoice if you are posting your sub or paying at 
the AGM. If you pay with online banking, please follow the instructions on the invoice. As usual, the 
Treasurer will have new nametags at the AGM for those who pay their subs before or at the AGM.  

Nominations for the Committee 

As I explained last month the only members on our current committee who are eligible to stand for re-
election are Ngaire Bates, Pam Jenkins and myself. So we need new people to join the committee this 
year. So far three excellent people have been nominated but we still need two more. Please let me 
know if you would like to join us or know someone suitable who is willing to be nominated. 

Nomination for committee positions must be with the Secretary by 9:00 am on Monday 10th June, one 
week before the AGM. Please use the nomination form included with this newsletter. 

Facilitators Meeting 

Most of our activities take place in the interest groups and it is the facilitators who make them such a 
success. So it was great to hear what the groups are doing at the annual Facilitators' Meeting. We also 
used this meeting to discuss a document giving guidelines to support facilitators. Preparation of this 
document was originally begun to help new facilitators but, as it developed, we realised that it could 
also be useful for other facilitators. The discussion at the meeting was very positive and resulted in 
some excellent suggestions. The amended guidelines have been sent to all current facilitators and will 
be available to help future facilitators. Thank you to all who contributed ideas. 

Requests from facilitators:  

Please email or phone your host, if you can't attend a meeting. The host will then know how many 
people to cater for and how many chairs to put out.  

2012  -  2013  Committee 

President Lesley McNaughton 09 407 6936 Lesley@mcnaughty.com 

Secretary Margaret Lindsay 09 405 9411 grammot@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer Keith McNaughton 09 407 6936 Keith@mcnaughty.com 

Immediate Past President John Gibb 09 407 1211 johngibb.nz@gmail.com 

Meeting Coordinator Enid Honiss 09 407 8982 honiss@igrin.co.nz 

Course Convenor/Almoner Ngaire Bates 09 407 8219 mikni@ihug.co.nz 

Publicity Officer Pam Jenkins 09 407 7020 pmjenkins@xtra.co.nz 
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From the groups … 
Current Affairs Monday:  John Gibb reporting 

The violence in Myanmar, with Buddhists attacking Muslims, opened the wider question of oppression 
and disadvantage and the tipping point where frustration and violence erupt. A Buddhist monk was 
brutally attacked in a mosque by Muslims and the normally peaceful Buddhist community reacted. 

The posturing of North Korea and sudden silence left us all perplexed. One minute the world is nearly 
at war and the next reports say that the North Korean army is needed for agriculture in the fields and 
not available. 

The topics of crime in NZ and streaming in schools were perennials. 

With pressures on businesses in NZ to make profits in difficult times, it seems as though middle 
management is vulnerable and the first to be discarded. Fonterra was one of the latest to report cuts. 

The problem of significant population growth in Auckland, expected in the short term, had us all 
thinking. Great pressures are being placed on infrastructure and housing and possible sources of 
finance are under discussion.  

The action to take in times of debt crisis was described in an important paper in 2010 by Professor 
Carmen Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff, Professor of Economics at Harvard; their analysis recently 
underpinned austerity policy for struggling economies around the world, until a 28-year old student 
showed that their analysis was wrong.  

Please note that from next month we change to meeting on the first Monday at 2pm and, yes, we are 
meeting on Queens Birthday Monday. 

Current Affairs Thursday:  Ron Grant reporting 

At our May meeting held at Margaret Lindsay’s home, we discussed the current proposals for Local 
Government reform and proposals put forward by the Far North, Whangarei and Northland Regional 
Councils.  

The next stage will be a decision by the Local Government Commission. If the need for a change is 
identified the Commission will prepare a proposal for public consultation which will be notified in 
August, following which it may be modified.  

The final proposal will be automatically implemented by an Order in Council unless 10% of the region’s 
electors request a poll. In that case a poll will be held and the proposal will only be implemented if over 
50% of electors support it. 

We decided that our future subjects could relate to Northland’s development (see Course Schedule 
for first subject.) 

The second half of our meeting included discussion on health facilities in Kerikeri, and Northland’s 
prospects for economic development. 

C19th New Zealand History:   Pam Jenkins reporting for both groups 

�  Newly appointed Governor, Sir George Grey, saw the Maori King Movement 
in the Waikato as a greater threat than Taranaki so he invaded the Waikato. 
The King movement was weakened and retreated to what is now known as the 
King Country. Conflict spread to Tauranga where Maori achieved a great 
victory at Gate Pa, only to be decisively beaten a few weeks later.   

Next session we will look at further conflict in the Whanganui and lower 
Taranaki area and the emergence of the prophet Te Ua and Pai Mārire 
movement as well as the rise of the leader Titokawaru as a result of settler 
pressure.  
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Art History One:  Maggie Murray Lee reporting 

Through interviews with art critics and experts this third programme in The Private Life of a 
Masterpiece series explores the life and times of Gustav Klimt and his famous picture, ‘The Kiss’, 
painted during his ‘golden period’ in 1907-1908. Klimt reportedly introduced the use of gold leaf in his 
paintings after having seen the magnificent golden mosaics in the Basilica of San Vitale in Ravenna. 

Said by critics to have had a very active sex life, he was, they claim, "obsessed by women and, in 
particular, redheads”. We see him painting in his studio surrounded by scantily clad maidens 
lasciviously lounging on divans. But Klimt lived all his life with his mother and two sisters. He had a 
lifelong companion, the redhead Emilie Flöge, though it is not known whether they were lovers. 

Critics discuss the composition of ‘The Kiss’, the phallic form of the couple, the gold and colourful 
patterns, the synthesis of Symbolism and the decorative detail of Art Nouveau, but are equally 
intrigued by the identity of the redhead and how she is portrayed. Who is she? Is she Emilie, is she 
the model ‘Red Hilda’, or is she Adele Bloch-Bauer whom he had already painted? Why is she so 
passive? Her mouth is shut tight. Her fingers and toes are curled.   

In our animated discussion we talked a lot about this 
passivity in the woman, comparing it to the woman in 
Rodin's statue of the same name who lovingly 
embraces the man. 

Next month the private life of a painting by 
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn will be shown.   

Art History Two:  Hilary Mowat 

reporting 

Gustav Klimt was a very busy man. During his fifty 
six years he painted, fathered at least fourteen 
children (not proven), all this while living with his 
mother. One got the impression that painting, sex 
and managing not to commit himself to any woman 
took up most of his time. The painting studied in 
this episode was ‘The Kiss’.   

This was done during a time of change. Freud had published his theories on the interpretation of 
dreams, and social manners and moralities were being cast aside. Artists Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele 
with architects Josef Hoffman and Adolf Loos were part of this artistic, moral and social manners 
revolution known as the Vienna Secession. We then discussed our own feelings about "The Kiss". Was it 
sexy? Not really. Did the position of the couple on the canvas make us think that she was in an 
uncomfortable position? Yes.  

Next month the private life of a painting by Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn will be revealed. 
Starting next month, meetings will be held at the home of Ngaire Bates. Please note that our two 
facilitators have reversed roles; from now on Hilary will be the ’back up’. 

Philosophy: Robert Wright reporting 

At our first working meeting held in May we examined Plato’s Theory of Forms from which emerged 
the concept of Universals. The theory divided epistemology into two opposing doctrines, one of unseen, 
objective, unchanging Universals and the other denying Universals and accepting only things of the 
senses. We established that there is a prima facie case in favour of Universals. This is the first 
tentative step towards the aim of our discussions that is to reach a theory of how we can know things. 

Our next meeting will focus upon one modern theory of knowledge: Intuitionism, which addresses the 
ethical question of how do we know being right from being wrong.  

Please note that our next two meetings will be held at the home of Ngaire Bates in Rangitane. 
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Music Appreciation: Hilary Mowat reporting 

This month's topic was to "bring a piece with the letter ‘M’ as the first letter of a word somewhere in 
the title". The scale signatures of major or minor, along with marches and mazurkas, were not allowed. 
Unfortunately time did not allow us to play all the offerings, so we listened to the least known pieces 
most of the time. Pieces by Anon, folk songs, opera arias, ballet music, an improvisation piece played by 
a Welsh pianist Gwillan Simcock, and a clever twist on Three Blind Mice by Johnny Dankworth kept us 
entertained. Once again this was an enjoyable learning experience.  

Next month's meeting will take the form of a concert. 

Western Civilisation: Sue Rowledge reporting 

On a wet and windy morning our group met to watch the next part of Kenneth Clark’s DVD, entitled 
Romance and Reality. This began with the Gothic world of chivalry, courtesy and romance, when the 
lady of the castle received homage from wandering knights who knelt before her.   

The late 14th century Duke of Berry, French patron of the arts, employed craftsmen who created 
pictures, tapestries and books to show the contemporary elegant society, illustrated with trees, 
flowers and birds, and people cultivating the fields.  

About this same time, in northern Italy St Francis was preaching poverty, and his life was recorded by 
Giotto’s wonderful frescos showing bulky, lifelike figures. By contrast the world of trade, banking and 
cities was being established (cities, citizen, civic = civilisation). We enjoyed the photography of this 
region without the present-day tourist crowd! 

A lively discussion followed concerning whether birds represented freedom, and the purpose of halos 
in religious imagery. 

Our next meeting will be back at Judy Barrett’s home, when we will be studying the next episode, Man, 
the Measure of all things. 

History of Aviation:   Kay Boese reporting 

The History of Aviation group studied fighter aircraft for their May meeting. The first successful one 
was the German Fokker Eindekker with a 
synchronised machine gun that fired through the 
moving propeller without damaging it. Maurice had 
made a small perfect model that even has a rotary 
engine. 

A sequence of pictures was displayed on screen, 
eliciting much comment and story telling, well-known 
planes included. A pile of books on the subject was 
shared and passed around for individual perusal. 

War is a time of great development under ‘pressure 
cooker’ conditions. And this leads on to our next 
topic: ‘Technology in Aviation’. 
 

Iberian Studies:  David Fisher reporting 

In May Iberian Studies changed their normal mode of operation and viewed a set of two DVDs kindly 
acquired by the local U3A committee on the Moors in Europe. We didn’t quite finish the second DVD 
but, as the set was bang on target for the group, we will finish that off next time on Friday 14 June.  
The DVDs give a much softer and alternative view of the nature of the Moors’ occupation of the 
peninsula. The truth is that it was a time of high civilisation and tolerance, and its bad press (just like 
that of the Dark Ages) is the result of propaganda emanating from a fearful and unchristian Christian 
Church – the sort of thing that makes me personally feel very comfortable choosing to be an agnostic.  
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Book Discussion One:  Marilyn Lescher reporting 

We were repeating in combination two successful topics of books set in Africa or India. Some very 
evocative titles characterised our reading, such as The Beautiful Screaming of Pigs. Now, what on 
earth would you make of that? An explanation of Damon Galgut’s story helped a little. Then there was 
Chimamandra Ngozi Adichie’s delightful book of short stories, The Thing Around Your Neck. And how 
about this one: Don’t Let’s Go To The Dogs Tonight – an African Childhood by Alexandra Fuller. 

These were all recommended, along with The Flame Trees of Thika by Elspbeth 
Huxley, Uganda Diary by Lang Brown, The Spice Route by John Keay, and the well-
known Far Pavilions by MM Kaye. 

Most of us had seen the movie or the TV series of Out of Africa by Karen Blixen. 
The 1986 edition of this 1930s book proved to be a delightfully illustrated volume, 
a pleasure to read. There is no plot as such, rather a vivid account of the many 
aspects of Blixen’s seventeen years on the land in Kenya, known then as British 
East Africa. It is a beautifully written book to be savoured and absorbed. The 
drama and colour of Kenya, brilliantly described, leaves the reader with stunning 
images. 

Next month we challenge our comfort zones with the topic of ‘Buildings and Architecture’. 

Book Discussion Two:  June Crowden reporting 

For the topic of ‘The Arts’ we had a varied selection and enjoyed some local flavour with four of the 
books. Shane Cotton’s father was from the Bay of Islands, as mentioned in Shane Cotton by Lara 
Strongman. This artist portrays many motifs and symbols in his work, providing a collusion of Maori and 
Pakeha cultures.  

Athfield Architects by Julia Gatley, on the well-known Wellington architect Ian Athfield, tells how he 
married Claire Cookson from Kawakawa at the start of his illustrious 
career.  

Hundertwasser by Pierre Restang was the third artist with a local � 
connection as he lived part-time near Kawakawa and built the Kawakawa 
toilets. 

John Kinder – his paintings and photographs by Michael Dunn showed 
Rainbow Falls, Kerikeri, in a beautifully presented book. Arriving in NZ 
from England in 1855 he, as an amateur, created fine work of historical 
value of the whole of his adopted country. 

French Conversation: Stephanie Beggs reporting 

Seven French speakers met on a beautiful autumn afternoon in early May. The conversation turned, for 
some unknown reason, to the subject of food and wine – two things close to the hearts of most 
Francophiles. We reminisced about some of the delicacies our parents and grandparents used to make 
– elderberry and dandelion wine, elderflower cordial, and marrow rum, to name but a few. We had a 
giggle about some of the strange things we have felt obliged to eat in France; Tripes à la Mode de 
Caen, saucisson made from pigs’ testicles, and chicken gizzards all bring back memories!  

We learn a lot from each other and have a good laugh. It’s always good to learn some new words too. 
None of us knew the French word for elderberries but we do now:  les baies de sureau. 

We are planning a Sunday lunch to celebrate Bastille Day, July 14th. Please note that the meeting on 4th 
June will be at the home of Stephanie and Jack Beggs. Watch for more details in the July newsletter. 

Computer/Camera:  Heather Pickup reporting  

There is no report from Computer/Camera group, as due to unforeseen circumstances, our May 
meeting was cancelled. 

We shall therefore have the same topic this month ie Autumn, at Judy's place, 
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Exploring The Power of Myth Wednesday:  Lesley McNaughton reporting  

Two days before our May meeting Iris was notified that there would be a power cut during the 
meeting. Ever resourceful, she asked us to come prepared to read out a short poem that evokes a 
feeling that can be expressed in no other way  

By starting early, we managed to see the whole of Masks of Eternity, the final episode of The Power 
of Myth series. Joseph Campbell and Bill Moyers discussed common features in every culture that 
create a need for God, and the symbolism of circles in life and literature. Campbell used beautiful 
graphics and native art to demonstrate common themes in the world's religions. After discussing some 
of the ideas in the program, we enjoyed listening to a wide variety of poems. 

For our last meeting we will watch Jason and the Golden Fleece, from the fascinating TV series In 
Search of Myths & Heroes. In this documentary Michael Wood travels to Greece and the Black Sea to 
visit the locations mentioned and to try to find the origin of the myth. 

Exploring The Power of Myth Friday: Ngaire Bates reporting 

The episode entitled Masks of Eternity brought this series to a close. 

Joseph Campbell provided challenging insights into the concepts of God, religion and eternity, as 
revealed in Christian teachings and the beliefs of Buddhists, Navajo Indians, Schopenhauer, Jung and 
others. 

He particularly noted that the circle is a common symbolism in all religions for the endless repeating 
cycle of life we experience in the natural world – tides, moon, seasons, day/night. 

He suggested that clowns were very useful in illustrating the essence of life, faith, spirituality, and 
divinity while not allowing the actual details to be taken too seriously or literally. 

The series has been challenging but very intriguing. This last episode lived up to expectations and was 
for me the most challenging of all. 

The group decided not to meet next month to watch a film as was suggested. In two months this time 
slot will be taken up by one of the new Greek Odyssey groups. 

Creative Writing:  Gillian Topfer reporting 

A small but enthusiastic group met at Joy's with our stories or poems, or even both. 

The subject ‘The Clock’ produced some interesting and delightfully nostalgic work. A 
thoughtful poem explored the apparent slowing of time in the long dark night, and an 
amusing one celebrated a collection of clocks. The stories revisited the clocks of 
childhood with an interesting take being that the constant ticking, the intermittent 
chiming or, as in one case, the strident cuckooing, smugly announced the theft of time.  

In the writer's choice section, there was a lively story of the launch of a converted stern trawler, 
originally built in 1936 and now described as a lovely, individual ‘one off’, and a story of a car invasion at 
a local show. 

Next month the task set is to write a story or poem with a crime theme. Good luck everyone! 

Opera Wednesday: Elva Clark reporting 

Our May opera Il Barbiere Di Siviglia  (The Barber of Seville) is always a treat to watch but especially 
so when you have a cast of marvellous singing actors, all at their vocal peak. It is 39 years since Jean 
Pierre Ponnelle directed his film of Rossini’s comic masterpiece, and it is an absolute classic. For those 
people who were new to opera, an added bonus was to see and hear well-known songs performed in 
context. It was most enjoyable! 

In June we will be watching Bizet’s Carmen. This will be the 2010 Metropolitan Opera production in 
which Elina Garanca brings new realism to the title role and Roberto Alagna appears as Don Jose, which 
is one of his strongest roles. New Zealand’s Teddy Tahu Rhodes famously, at just three hours notice, 
stepped into the shoes of the indisposed Mariusz Kwiecien as the matador Escamillo. 167 minutes. 
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Opera Thursday: Mary Johnson reporting 

To cast sixty-something Joan Sutherland in the title role of The Merry Widow (described as a 
beautiful young woman in the programme notes) was testament to the esteem and affection in which 
the great singer was held. Opera Australia pulled out all the stops in this lavish production and The 
Diva rose to the challenge. The costumes and sets were sumptuous and the dancing, from the Kola to 
the Can Can, was superb. 

We all enjoyed this lively operetta about the wealthy widow of a Pontevedrian banker and her 
countrymen's attempts to keep her money in the poverty-stricken Grand Duchy by finding her a 
suitable Pontevedrian husband. It was indeed a merry choice for the merry month of May and co-
incidentally a great choice for Budget Day.  

Our June opera will be Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, which is based on the poem by Alexander Pushkin. 
Renee Fleming and Dmitri Hvorostovsky star in this drama of unrequited love, produced by the 
Metropolitan Opera in 2007. The celebrated Valery Gergiev conducts Tchaikovsky’s intensely 
passionate score. 156 minutes. 

Shakespeare One: Marilyn Lescher reporting 

Confusion reigned over the use of apostrophes on the DVD cover of Love’s Labour’s Lost. However, one 
bright spark suggested that the second apostrophe was in place of ‘is’. Love’s Labour is Lost seems a 
reasonable interpretation. The irritations of life! 

Ferdinand, the King of Navarre, and his three lords swear on oath to scholarship, which includes 
fasting and avoiding contact with women for three years. To put a spanner in the works, the Princess 
of France arrives with, happily, three serving ladies. So this is where ‘Love’s Labour’ comes in. The 
usual shenanigans and mix-ups – both accidental and intended – occur with the Princess and her three 
ladies making a right fool of the intended scholarship. 

However, the jollities were, in the end, to no avail. The princess learns her father has died and she 
prepares to return to France. The women tell each of their suitors to seek them again in a year and 
the play ends with their departure. Oh woe! All that effort, all that labour expended to woo the ladies 
is lost. So much for swearing on oath! 

In June we will view All’s Well That Ends Well. It sounds as though we can count on one of the ‘happy 
ever after’ endings for which Shakespeare is known. 

Shakespeare Two:  Margaret Lindsay reporting 

The excellent performance of The Merchant of Venice, the first-class acting, the impressive sets, the 
eye catching costumes and the all round presentation, were enjoyed by all present. The long discussion 
that followed, inspired by the play, ranged through religion, racism, and the persecution of Jews.  

Cymbeline is the play we have decided to view in June. Cymbeline, the King of Britain, is angry that his 
daughter Imogen has chosen the lowborn Posthumus as her husband. As the Queen tries to force 
Imogen to marry her own son, Posthumus flees to Rome. There his new ‘friend’ Iachimo sets out to 
prove - by fair means or foul - that the pure Imogen will betray him. 

History of Ireland:  Lesley McNaughton reporting for both groups   

How do you think of the Vikings? Fierce pagan marauders who arrived in longships, plundered 
monasteries and killed or enslaved the people living there? That's all true, especially of the early part 
of the Viking Age. However, after two meetings learning more about the Vikings, we now know that 
they went on to become traders, merchants, settlers, colonisers and conquerors. They developed the 
first towns in Ireland, all port towns. The Kings of Dublin established extensive colonies in Britain and 
controlled the major trade routes through the Irish Sea. They ruled their sea-kingdom for almost 300 
years, and played a major part in the battles for supremacy of the Irish Kings. We were amazed! 

In June we'll finally watch the first episode of The Story of Ireland. 

**************************************************************************************************** 
 Editor: Marilyn Lescher tel:  09 407 7254 email: ramlescher@xtra.co.nz
 Deputy Editor: Ngaire Bates tel:  09 407 8219 email: mikni@ihug.co.nz 

**************************************************************************************************** 


