
 

Annual General Meeting 2013 
 

10 am Monday 17th June  –  at St John Ambulance Hall, Kerikeri 
 

The meeting will be followed by a talk by  

Dr Matt McGlone, palaeoecologist 
 

Matt is an authority on the use of fossil pollen to 
reconstruct vegetation history. His work has helped 
date human arrival in New Zealand and the impacts of 
the Maori and European settlers, and to document 
New Zealand's changing climate. 
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U3A Bay of Islands, PO Box 833, Kerikeri 0245  U3A.Bay.of.Islands@gmail.com 

  

Our April meeting attracted a large audience, including U3A members who do 
not usually come to the general meetings and many members of the general 
public. We enjoyed a fascinating talk by Ivan Pivac, who told the economic 
history of northern New Zealand through the story of Kauri gum. He started 
with gum exports, which increased rapidly from the 1840s and became the 
major export from Auckland province until the 1920s. Next we heard about the 
Government schemes, which brought large numbers of immigrants from Britain 
and its colonies. The Dalmatians came later and were noticeable because they 
looked, sounded and dressed differently and they lived and worked together in 
groups. Eventually the extreme poverty during the depression of the 1880s and 
1890s led to official discrimination against these "foreigners". Ivan brought 
this whole story alive. 

Our next general meeting, on 17th June, will also be our AGM so we are sending with this newsletter a 
form for you to nominate members for the committee. Our constitution limits the term of the 
President to two consecutive years, followed by a year on the committee as Past President. Other 
Committee members are limited to five consecutive years. These limits ensure that the committee is 
continually refreshed and the organisation doesn't end up with an entrenched group. They also mean 
that only three members on our current committee will be eligible to stand for re-election: Ngaire 
Bates, Pam Jenkins and myself. So we really need five new people to join the committee this year. 
Please consider whether you would like to join us or know someone suitable who is willing to be 
nominated. The work is not onerous but it is important for the vitality of our organisation. 
 Lesley 

From the President, Lesley McNaughton …  
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From your committee 

New members 

Welcome to Joan and Ralph Leaf, Diana Sandifer, Jules Simons, Mike Rowledge and Col Smith. We 
hope you'll enjoy being part of the U3A community. If you'd like to join any of the groups, simply 
phone the facilitator to introduce yourself and to check there's enough space. 

New groups – Greek Odyssey: Applications to Course Convenor - details in Committee list below. 

In July Iris Steensma will start two groups learning about ancient Greek culture. The first group is full 
because it's a continuation of her Myths group. The second group will be on the 3rd Friday afternoon of 
each month and places are limited. To apply, contact Ngaire Bates quickly, preferably by email. 

Membership Subscriptions are due in May 

The membership subscription for the year starting on 1st May will still be $20 per person. 
There is an invoice included with this newsletter. Please fill in your name and details and put it with 
your sub in an envelope and write your name on the back of the envelope. Post it to the Treasurer or 
bring it to the AGM. Alternatively you can pay with online banking entering the information specified 
on the invoice. The treasurer will have your nametag for the 2013-2014 year at the AGM, ready to give 
you as your receipt. 

Nominations for the Committee and any changes to the constitution 

Nomination for committee positions must be with the Secretary by 9:00 am on Monday 10th June, one 
week before the AGM. Please use the nomination form included with this newsletter. The nominee, 
proposer and seconder must be financial members of U3A BoI. 

Any motions for changes to the Constitution must be sent to the Secretary by 5 pm Friday 24th May so 
that members can be notified in the June newsletter. 

2012  -  2013  Committee 

President Lesley McNaughton 09 407 6936 Lesley@mcnaughty.com 

Secretary Margaret Lindsay 09 405 9411 grammot@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer Keith McNaughton 09 407 6936 Keith@mcnaughty.com 

Immediate Past President John Gibb 09 407 1211 johngibb.nz@gmail.com 

Meeting Coordinator Enid Honiss 09 407 8982 honiss@igrin.co.nz 

Course Convenor/Almoner Ngaire Bates 09 407 8219 mikni@ihug.co.nz 

Publicity Officer Pam Jenkins 09 407 7020 pmjenkins@xtra.co.nz 

From the groups … 

Iberian Studies:  David Fisher reporting 

In April the Iberian Studies Group moved onto the final chapters in our chosen book and considered 
the status and qualities of the Southern and Mediterranean regions of the Iberian Peninsula – the bits 
that the tourists threaten to overwhelm. These regions are rich in history, tradition, castles, 
architecture, art, agriculture, grapes, beaches etc – indeed, they deserve to be on virtually 
everybody’s ‘bucket list’. This session stirred up many topics such as paella, Rick Stein, hats, horses, 
sherry and so on. 

In May we are set to view a BBC DVD on the Moors in Europe that has been very kindly acquired for us 
by the BOI U3A committee. 
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Dr Nigel Spivey 

Music Appreciation: Hilary Mowat reporting 

As our April meeting was to be just after Easter, it was decided that the topic would be ‘spiritual’ 
music. We listened to music from the fifteenth to the twentieth century. These pieces were from 
operas, a rock musical – Jesus Christ Superstar - and oratorios. Music to accompany church services, 
including Greek and Slav, gave us a large body of music to pick from. Taiwanese temple music and a 
piece for gamelan rounded off the afternoon.  

As our next meeting will be in May, our challenge is to bring a recording with the letter ‘M’ in the title. 
Mazurkas, marches, masses and the major/minor scale (in the title) are NOT allowed. 

(Ed: ‘Gamelan’ was a new word for me - and probably many members: A gamelan is a musical ensemble 
common in Indonesia. It consists of an assortment of instruments of the marimba, xylophone and gong 
type. The NZ composer Gareth Farr, aka Lilith, wrote for gamelan.) 

Art History One:  John Gibb reporting 

This month the title of our episode from the DVD series How Art made the 
World  was 'To Death and Back'. Dr Nigel Spivey took us on a journey telling 
us the story of how death has captured the human mind and resulted in some 
of the most powerful images in the world. We are bombarded by thousands 
of images of death and are captivated by these images.  

Taking us back 3000 years to the time when the walls of Jericho came 
tumbling down, the debris covered many decorated skulls that were found 
only recently. Similar skulls have also been found in the Ukraine and other 
places distant from one another. Why do we produce and retain images that 
we find so disturbing? 

Incas and Aztecs recorded images of sacrifice. In their stone cities of the dead, the Etruscans, 
around 450 to 420 BCE, recorded images of the dead and the blue demon, giving us the first images of 
hell. Images of dying in a heroic manner, receiving redemption, and being remembered, gave powerful 
and disturbing images of death which were often used to bind people to a cause. Images of Christ on 
the cross and, subsequently, images of a lone cross created images that both reassure and terrify. 

Following the DVD episode, we enjoyed a short talk on the history of London cemeteries by genealogist 
Linda Elliot who had unearthed many interesting stories. 

Next month we will watch another episode in The Private Life of a Masterpiece, titled 'Gustav Klimt'. 

Art History Two:  Hilary Mowat reporting 

This episode - titled 'To Death and Back' - opened with Dr Spivey sitting in his living room surrounded 
by family photographs. Why do we do this, and what meanings do we attach to these images? We were 
asked to bring a photograph of a family member or members and explain what it meant to us.  

We all felt some connection to the photographs we had brought, but articulating exactly what that 
connection was, was not easy. Dr Spivey then went on to show how this surrounding oneself, or 
maintaining some form of relationship, with ancestors had been going on for thousands of years. As 
with all the other episodes this raised many questions and Dr Spivey's answers were also debated. This 
was another thought-provoking episode. 

Next month we will watch another episode in The Private Life of a Masterpiece, titled ‘Gustav Klimt’. 

Philosophy: Ngaire Bates reporting 

Having cancelled our April meeting we look forward to the planned discussion next month. 

Our meeting in May will see us starting our epistemological journey. Epistemology defined narrowly in 
Stanford’s dictionary of philosophy is the study of knowledge and justified beliefs. So we will begin 
with looking at Plato’s ‘Theory of Forms', which are considered by some philosophers to form one of 
the two main issues of modern philosophical thinking.  
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Current Affairs Friday:  John Gibb reporting 
A diminished group returned to the home of Bruce and Tui Rear, with their astounding view over the 
water. Needless to say, the subject of Novopay was soon on the agenda along with the North Korean 
war-like stance, threatening the USA and South Korea. The visits to China by John Key and Julia 
Gillard were noted. 

Our discussion of the problem of the out-of-control situation with dogs breeding in the wild in Samoa 
produced limited solutions. Samoans were unwilling to take the obvious action to reduce the dog 
population. The proposal to introduce the dung beetle onto farms in NZ created much interest. The 
beetles bury offending material, limiting the pollution in the waterways. 

Classifications of people in New Zealand led to a lively discussion about categorizing and the effects 
this had on errant people being pre-judged according to their background. 

Current Affairs Thursday:  Stuart Leitch reporting 

The first meeting of the Current Affairs Thursday (CAT) Group was a very informal affair with a 
discussion covering many different topics as we got to know each other.  

The discussion eventually moved to how we, as a group, wanted to conduct our meetings. All opinions 
were sought and the consensus was that we should have a major topic each meeting. In effect, this 
means that we will start our meetings with the previously agreed topic and conclude the meeting by 
discussing other topics in an attempt to identify the next meeting’s major topic. This process is 
intended to allow group members to research the chosen subject, to allow an informed discussion at 
some length and depth. 

We then briefly explored suggestions: NZ as a Republic, restructuring of local government and the 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP). It was decided that our April meeting would concentrate on the Trans 
Pacific Partnership - what it is, what impact it might have and, as we meet on ANZAC day, whether it 
would affect New Zealand’s (and Australia’s) independence. 

In May the meeting will be at the Lindsay home and the topic will be restructuring of local government. 

Western Civilisation: Judy Barrett reporting 

We had an enjoyable second meeting with full attendance. The theme was the civilising effect of the 
church in the twelfth century, from the Abbeys of Cluny and Moissac to the triumph of Chartres 
Cathedral. 

Clarke also introduced some of the various scholars, philosophers and men of the church who were 
prominent at that time - Abelard, Gislebertus and St Bernard - and pointed out that there was an 
international mix amongst the leaders of the church that added to its power. 

We moved on to the Crusades and the influences and artefacts which were brought back from the 
East, made clearer with a map showing the various routes that were taken. After the DVD was 
finished, the group discussed different aspects and generally expressed their amazement at the 
ability of builders of the time to construct such beautiful timeless cathedrals and sculptures. 

Next month, meeting at the McNaughton home, we will view the third episode, ‘Romance and Reality’ 
which takes us into France and Italy. Please note this change of venue for May. 

French Conversation: Stephanie Beggs reporting 

Five French speakers met in April and welcomed a new member to our group. We rarely plan what we 
are going to do at our meetings but the conversation always seems to flow like good French wine and 
we always enjoy each other’s company. Santé !    

History of Aviation:   Maurice Pickup reporting 

As we had to cancel our April meeting, all instructions for that meeting now apply for May. The topic is 
‘Fighter Aircraft’ starting with the very early ones. 
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Book Discussion One:  Marilyn Lescher reporting 

It was great to see a wide variety of intriguing stories set in India, from an enormous blockbuster to a 
highly recommended short story by Rabindranath Tagore, a Bengali poet, philosopher, playwright, 
artist, composer and novelist, and India's first Nobel laureate. The 936-page Shantaram bestseller is 

a fictionalised account of Gregory David Roberts's life in India. A heroin addict 
incarcerated for a robbery in Australia, he escapes prison and reinvents himself as 
a doctor in the slums of Bombay with ties to the crime underworld. 

Amongst other enticing titles such as Holy Cow and The Tiger Lily, we were 
enthusiastically introduced to Six Suspects by Vikas Swarup, the author of Q & A, 
which became the movie, Slumdog Millionaire. In this colourful story, Swarup 
unravels the lives and motives of the six suspects of the 
murder of the playboy son of a corrupt bureaucrat – by 
chance also one of the suspects.   

Anita Desai, born in Mussoorie, a hill station north of Delhi to an Indian father 
and German mother, has published adult novels, children's books and short stories. 
The Village by the Sea, written for young people, is reportedly a delightful book. 
When their family falls on hard times, thirteen-year-old Lila and her twelve-year-
old brother, Hari, try desperately to keep their home intact, an almost impossible 
task until Hari gets a chance to go to Bombay and returns with some positive plans 
for the future. 

Next month we are revisiting the topics of both March and April: stories set in Africa or India. 

Book Discussion Two:  Kay Boese reporting 

Returning to our topic of ‘land, sea or air’, the books chosen were mainly non-fiction. Because it is 
There by George Lowe, who died recently, contains his reminiscences of mountaineering, his 
friendships (including Ed Hillary), photography and Trans-Antarctic Expedition. 

Return to Sodam and Gomorrah – Bible Stories from Archaeologists by Charles 
Pellegrino offers fascinating information on digs between the Tigris and 
Euphrates and how civilisations grow. 

On the ‘sea’, Motuapo – An Island Reborn, off Dove’s Bay, is an inspiring and 
well-illustrated account of Lois Knight buying this island and the family changing 
it from gorse and weeds to native plants and birdsong. 

Representing ‘air’, The Hindenburg – The Story of Airships from Zeppelins to 
the cargo carriers of the new Millennium by Mike Flynn, contains brilliant 
photographs including some of the Hindenburg’s tragic end. 
In free reading, our own Ronald Grant’s Solanum – Short Stories from a Small 
Country is well worth reading – see Kindle and Apple E-books. 

The topic for our next meeting will be ‘Arts’ and the venue will be Ron Grant’s home. 

Shakespeare One: Marilyn Lescher reporting 

We were happily looking forward to Antony and Cleopatra. At the break there were comments that our 
expectations had had an undoubted Burton and Taylor image and that it had been difficult to adjust to 
totally different actors. However, adjust we did as we followed the clashes between Octavian in Rome 
and Cleopatra’s Egypt, let alone the highs and lows of the Antony and Cleopatra relationship. It ended, 
as we all expected, in the deaths of the two great lovers, very sadly and dramatically. We can only 
admire Shakespeare’s ability to keep track of all the drama and the confusing twists and turns of his 
plots. 

Next month we are to view Loves Labours Lost in which a king and his closest men vow to renounce 
women. We shall see! 
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From the Book of Kells: Christ flanked 

by peacocks, symbols of his resurrection. 

Shakespeare Two:  Margaret Lindsay reporting 

We thoroughly enjoyed the drama of Julius Caesar. The crowds may have hailed Caesar after his 
conquest of Pompey the Great but there were other Romans who were alarmed at the power and 
authority the great dictator was assuming. Among them was a leading citizen, Cassius, and the 
respected Marcus Brutus, a friend of Caesar. The consequences of their actions soon threw the 
Republic into violent and bitter turmoil. Brutus, Cassius and other high-ranking Romans murdered 
Caesar because they believed his ambition would lead to tyranny. The Romans were on their side until 
Antony made a moving speech. The conspirators were driven from Rome, and two armies formed; one 
side following the conspirators, the other side following Antony. He had the superior force and 
surrounded Brutus and Cassius but the events led to Cassias asking his slave to stab him and for 
Brutus to impale himself on his own sword to avoid capture.  

This month we will be watching The Merchant of Venice. This is one of Shakespeare’s famous comedies 
celebrated for its captivating villain Shylock, the moneylender, who is played by Warren Mitchell. The 
finely balanced combination of wickedness and pathos leaves the audience to decide whether he is a 
villain, a buffoon or a tragic hero. 

C19th New Zealand History:   Pam Jenkins reporting for both groups 

The rapid influx of immigrants from 1850 onwards meant that Maori were outnumbered by the 1860s. 
Conflict developed in Nelson and elsewhere culminating in a dispute over the sale of land at Waitara, 
just outside New Plymouth, which lead to outright war.  

The 1860s also saw the rise of the King Movement in the Waikato and Governor Grey’s response. This 
will be the topic for our next meeting. 

Please note that we return now to our morning meeting time of 10 am. 

History of Ireland:  Lesley McNaughton reporting for both groups   

Last month we looked at the spread of Christianity from 
Ireland to northern Britain. This began in the C6th, a time 
when some monks spent their time studying, copying and 
illustrating manuscripts which had been brought to 
Ireland in the C5th by scholars fleeing from the 
disintegrating Roman Empire.  

The oldest surviving Irish manuscript is the Cathach of 
St. Columba. According to tradition, this was the secret 
copy that St Columba made of a psalter in Movilla Abbey. 
His refusal to hand over his copy led to a pitched battle, 
followed by his exile in Scotland. There he founded the 
monastery of Iona and began converting the Picts. 
Christianity eventually spread from Iona to all of 
Scotland and Northumbria.  

We looked at illuminated Gospel books from three 
monasteries associated with St Columba. The Book of 
Durrow was probably produced by the monks who left 
Lindisfarne and returned to Iona after the Synod of 
Whitby of 664. The Lindisfarne Gospels were created in 
Lindisfarne later in the C7th. The Book of Kells was 
created in Iona late in the C8th. When Viking raids forced 
the monks to abandon Iona and Lindisfarne the Books of Durrow and Kells were taken to Ireland – to 
the monasteries after which they are named – and the Lindisfarne Gospels were taken to Durham. 

In May we will watch episode 1 of The Story of Ireland. 
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Exploring The Power of Myth Wednesday:  Liz Berry reporting  

In this episode, Love and the Goddess, Joseph Campbell explores the mythology of love and the female 
as the giver of life and form. 

The advent of troubadours in the late 11thcentury saw a cultural change in the ideal of marriage. Up 
until this time marriage had been an economic and procreation contract; passion was forbidden by the 
Church. (As the song asks …What’s love got to do with it?) 

The troubadour tradition dealt mainly with themes of chivalry and courtly love. Many were humorous or 
vulgar satires.  

A new way of love was emerging, a relationship, as beautifully described by Campbell, “The eyes are 
the scout of the heart.” 

Campbell discusses the goddess and the archetype of the great mother. This figure has been present 
in all cultures in one form or another, and why the human mind craves it universally. He links the image 
of the Earth or Mother Goddess to symbols of fertility and reproduction. Campbell continues by 
stating that the correlation finds its roots in agriculture. 

The Egyptian and Greek Sky Goddess Nut arched protectively over the Earth and all of its inhabitants. 
The Egyptian goddess Isis and her son Horus were said to be models for images of the Virgin and 
Child. Mary is venerated in the Catholic faith as Mother of God as well as many other titles. During our 
discussion time one member pondered the effect of the words “Our Mother Which Art in Heaven … ” 

Exploring The Power of Myth Friday: Ngaire Bates reporting 

In ‘Love and the Goddess’ the fifth episode of The Power of Myth, Joseph Campbell discussed the 
mythology of love and the role of the female as the giver of life and form. He traced the beginning of 
the idea of love, as we know it today, to troubadours in the twelfth century. 

He also used examples from William Blake and Thomas Mann, to the erotic mysticism of India, the life 
of Christ, and the 'Song of Songs' from the Old Testament. In so doing he compared the relationships 
of love to the experiences of being human. 

His idea of love is the burning point of life and since all is sorrowful, so is love. The stronger the love, 
the more the pain. Love itself is a pain - the pain of being truly alive. 

Joseph Campbell also explored the ancient concept of the Goddess and the impact this image has had 
in the shaping of our culture. 

Bill Moyers, who interviewed the obviously very intelligent Joseph Campbell, asked insightful questions 
that sent Campbell off into new and fascinating directions. This is an excellent series to study. 

Next month, at my place, we will be looking at the last episode called ‘Masks of Eternity’. 

Creative Writing:  Joy Olds reporting 

This month’s meeting was cancelled. The topic of ‘clocks’ for April will roll over to the May meeting.  

Opera Wednesday: Elva Clark reporting 

We began our new opera group by watching the much acclaimed 1994 Covent Garden production of La 
Traviata. Sir George Solti, who brilliantly conducted the orchestra, has said of Angela Gheorghio in 
her debut performance of the ill-fated Violetta,  “I was in tears. The girl is wonderful. She can do 
everything”. I totally agree. 

In May we will be watching Rossini’s comic opera The Barber of Seville. This is a 1972 La Scala 
production with great performances by Hermann Prey as Figaro, Teresa Berganza as Rosina, Luigi Alva 
as Count Almaviva and Enzo Dara as the doctor.  140 minutes. 
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Spot the doves taken by Judy 
Ducks visiting 

Heather 

Anna Netrebko as the beautiful and tragic Anna Bolena 

Opera Thursday: Mary Johnson reporting 

It has been written 'To six wives he was wedded, one died, one survived, two divorced, two beheaded.' 

The Henry VIII Fan Club failed to recruit 
any new members at the screening of 
Donizetti's opera Anna Bolena at our last 
meeting. 

The Metropolitan Opera's production 
starring Anna Netrebko in the title role 
supported by Elina Garenca as Jane 
Seymour and Ildebrando d'Arcangelo as 
Henry VIII brought a bit of history into 
sharp, if sometimes overly mawkish focus. 

Strong casting, beautiful music and some 
interesting lines made this harrowing story 
memorable. 

Anna was falsely charged with infidelity when her former love Lord Richard Percy was called back from 
exile. Henry sings:  

“The woman who shares my throne must have no spot of sin”. 
“... of royal rank and you lowered yourself to a Percy”. 
“Merciful kings are an image of heaven here below”.  
                                                                                   Yeah, right! 

From Elva:  Our (merry month of) May operetta will be The Merry Widow, a 1988 Opera Australia 
production starring Joan Sutherland. To quote from the DVD cover, “The great asset of this 
performance is Dame Joan’s singing, and her stage presence. She is enchanting, utterly at ease with 
the part, wholly lovable and genuinely merry”. What more can I say? 155 merry minutes. 

Computer/Camera:  Heather Pickup reporting  

We welcomed a visitor, Robin Cooter, to our April meeting. Robin, who is a member of U3A in England, 
kindly showed us various techniques using PhotoShop. We also discussed other problems members were 
having and checked out our bird photography. 

The topic for next month is ‘Autumn’. 
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